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detected by even the most experienced auscultators. We therefore 
cannot agree with him when he says that “yet in others the treatment 
may be said to have been highly beneficial.” He quotes Dr. Theo¬ 
dore Williams who had six cases operated on with three deaths. Only 
one of these could be said to be successful. (Was it a localized em¬ 
pyema?) Not a very encouraging table surely! With regard to the in¬ 
fectiousness,of phthisis he puts the question clearly and fairly, and we 
entirely agree with him that there is as yet no reliable evidence to show 
that the healthy can be infected from the sick. The following sentence 
considerably astonished us: “The fact that the majority of those who 
breathe the air, which has been proved to be very full of the bacilli 
in chest hospitals, etc.” The italics are our own. Are there any 
really reliable observations to show that the bacillus does exist in the 
air? Even certain observers who have stated their presence admit that 
they are in extremely small numbers—certainly not that the air is 
“very full of them.” It would be interesting to have Dr. Harris’ au¬ 
thority for such a statement. We consider that it is the duty of a re¬ 
viewer to challenge statements which he believes to be unsupported 
by any facts, as they are apt to be quoted to mislead. He concludes 
with diseases of the heart and aorta, and being limited to space has 
certainly picked out the most salient points for a beginner to notice. 
On the whole we believe that the work will be very useful to a begin¬ 
ner ; and although we have questioned one or two statements, still for 
the most part it is accurately and fairly written. 

H. H. Taylor. 

Select Methods in the Administration of Nitrous Oxide and 
Ether. By F. Hewitt, M.A., M.D., Lecturer on Anaesthetics at 
the London Hospital, etc. London: Balliere, Tindall & Cox, 1888, 
pp. 48. 

The appearance of this little book is one of many indications that 
the study of the administration of anaesthetics is receiving at length 
more of the attention which it deserves, both as regards the instruction 
of students in anaesthetic methods and the general operations of 
surgery. 

In less than 50 pages Dr. Hewitt gives clear and succinct directions 
for the administration of ether by Clover’s inhaler, of nitrous oxide by 
the usual method, and of combinations of the two anaesthetics, either 
by administering “gas” to facilitate etherization, or employing a small 
amount of ether to prolong the narcosis of nitrous oxide. This latter 
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method, by which a few inspirations of ether or chloroform are given 
at the end of the administration of nitrous oxide, was described by Mr. 
Walter Tyrrell in the St. Thomas Hospital Reports for 1883, but has 
never received the attention it deserves. According to Mr. Tyrrell’s 
experience, a drachm of Reprand’s mixture (chloroform 4 parts, me- 
thylic alcohol, 1) serves for seven or eight dental cases, giving two 
minutes complete anaesthesia, while the patient is able to walk out of 
the room in five minutes. Dr. Hewitt prefers ether for this purpose, 
and counts on from 45 to 50 seconds of anaesthesia. 

There can be no doubt but that in certain and special cases, the 
most satisfactory method of inducing anaesthesia, both from the pa¬ 
tient’s and the administrator’s point of view is by means of ether pre¬ 
ceded by nitrous oxide. The greater part of Dr. Hewitt’s book is oc¬ 
cupied by a description of an apparatus devised by the author by 
which this might be effected. The instrument consists mainly of the 
adaptation of a bag connected to the gas bottle, in place of the small 
bag of the Clover’s inhaler, while a special valve placed between the 
ether vessel and the bag allows the patient to respire either air or gas 
at the will of the administrator. A somewhat similar method was 
described by Mr. Tyrrell in the article referred to above, but the au¬ 
thor’s apparatus appears rather more easy to manage. When the nar¬ 
cosis is complete the large bag is detached and its place taken by the 
usual small bag. The use of small light steel bottles instead of the 
cumbrous heavy iron vessels till recently in use for nitrous oxide ren¬ 
ders it possible to carry a large quantity of the gas in very small space, 
and there seems no reason why this agent should not be more freely 
used in ordinary surgical practice for short operations, either with or 
without the addition of ether. Dr. Hewitt’s book has no pretentions 
to a complete manual of anaesthetic practice, but will prove of great 
use to those who wish to adopt the “select methods” he advises. 

Ernest H. Jacobs. 

Hueter-Lossen’s Grundriss der Chirurgie. Bearbeitet von Prof. 
D. Hermann Lossen. i Band. Die Allgemeine Chirurgie vierte 
vollkommen umgearbeitete Arplage. Leipzig. F. C. W. Vogel. 
1888. New York, G. E. Stechert. 

Hueter-Lossen’s Principles of Surgery. 

The first volume of Hueter’s work on surgery, edited by Lossen, of 
Heidelberg, containing General Surgery, is now before us in a thor- 



